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Tengrism has historically been the  

predominant religionamongthe  

peoples of Central Asia.



Genghis 

Khan was 

afollower 

of 

Tengrism



Tengrism is tolerant ofother religions

Theearly Mongol rulers, though followers of Tengri, were 

tolerant of other religions. One of the unique features of 

Tengriismisitsnon-dogmatism. I t  did not force its dogmaon 

otherreligious thoughotherreligions succeededin doingthesame.

TheMongolrulersbelievedthat they werethe sonsof Tengri 

andthey couldrule aslongasthey were upright and followed 

thelawsofTengri. I f  theybecamewayward,Tengriwould 

withdraw his graceandsupport,andtheruler wouldfall.



Herearesomebasic

concepts  ofTenrism:

Tengrism believes 

thereisonlyone 

supremeGod

A nd also

believes  thereare

many pathsto

God



Modern Tengrism
TheprominentTurkish writer and 

historian Nihal A tsiz was Tengrist and  

the ideologueofTuranism. The  followers 

ofTengrism in theparamilitary 

organisation Grey Wolves,mainly 

inspiredbyhiswork, replacetheArabic 

designation of the god "A llah" with the  

Turkish "Tanri" in theoathand 

pronounce:"Tanrı Türkü Korusun" 

(Tengri, blesstheTürks!).[59]



Symbol of 

Tengrism



A  revival ofTengrism hasplayedarolein searchfor nativespiritual rootsand Pan-

Turkism ideologysince the1990s, especially, in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 

Mongolia, someautonomousrepublics oftheRussian Federation (Tatarstan, 

Bashkortostan, Buryatia, Yakutia, andothers), among the Crimean Karaites 

andCrimean Tatars.

After 1908Young Turk Revolution, andespeciallythe proclamation of the 

Republic in 1923, anationalist idleologyof Turanism and Kemalism contributed 

totherevival ofTengrism. Islamic censorshipwasabolished,whichallowed an 

objective study of the pre-Islamic religion of the Turks. The Turkish language 

waspurified of Arabic, Persian and other borrowings. A  number of figures, if 

they did not officially abandon Islam, but adopted Turkic names, such as 

Mustafa KemalAtatürk (Atatürk — "father ofTurks") andthehistorian of 

religion andideologist oftheKemalist regimeZiya Gökalp (Gökalp — "sky 

hero").
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