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Tengrism is tolerant of other religions

The earty Mongol rulers, though followers of Tengri, were
tolerant of other religions. Ore of the unique features of
Tengriismis its non-dogmatism. | t did not force its dogma on
ather religious though other religions suoossdsdin doing the same.
The Mongol rulers bellevedthat they were the sons of Tengi
andthey could rule aslongasthey were upright and followed
thelansof Tengri. | f they becamewayward, Tengri would
withdraw his grace and suppart, and the ruler would fall.
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i 4 The prominent Turkish writer and . )
’ higaian Nihal A tdz was Tengrigeand

the ideclogue of Turanism. The followers®
.all of Tengrism in the paramilitary ‘
- organisation Grey \Wolves, mainly ~ ©
y { . inspired byhiswork replaceheArabic®
desgnation d the gad "A llah" with the
Turkish "Tanri" in the cath and
pronounce: “Tagri T'.Urkl'j Korusun" e

(Tengr.i_, bess the Tiirks!).[59]
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A revival of Tengrism hasplayed arolein searchfor native spiritual rootsand Pan-
Turkism ideology sihce the 1990s, especially,in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, someautonomous republics of the Russian Federation (Tatarstan,

Bashkortostan, Buryatia, Yakutia, and others), among the Crimean Karaites
and Crimean Tatars.

After 1908Young Turk Revolution, and especiallythe proclamation of the
Republic in 1923, anationalist idleology of Turanism and Kemalism contributed
totherevival of Tengrism. Islamic censorship wasabolished, which allowed an
obective study of the pre-Islamic religion of the Turks. The Turkish language
wespurified of Arabic, Persian and other borowngs. A number of figures, if
they did not officially abandon Islam, but adopted Turkic names, such as
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (Ataturk — "father of Turks") and the historian of
religion and idedlogst of the Kemalist regime Ziya Gokalp (Gokalp — "sky
hero").
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Extemal links:“Tengrianism:
~ Religion ofthe Turks and ~
Mongols™Tengrion
Mars"Altan TobchiiAndrei
/\Anogradov, “‘Ak Jang in the\
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